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Name:________________________

 

How to Talk Like a Pirate 
Ahoy, matey! Have ye ever wanted to talk like a pirate? Well, ye've come to the right place! 
Pirates have their own special way of speaking, and it’s a lot of fun to learn. Whether ye be 
wantin’ to impress yer crew or just have a bit of 
fun on "Talk Like a Pirate Day," here’s how ye can 
start soundin’ like a true buccaneer! 

 

1. Greetin’s and Goodbyes 
Pirates don’t just say “hello” or “goodbye.” Instead, 
they have their own words for greetin’ and partin’. 

 

Ahoy! This be the pirate way of sayin’ “hello.” 

Avast! This means “stop” or “pay attention.” Ye 
might use it to get someone’s attention. 

Farewell, matey! A pirate’s way of sayin’ goodbye. 

 

2. Talkin’ Like a Pirate 
Pirates have their own special words and phrases. Here are a few to get ye started: 

 

Matey or me heartie – This means “friend” or “buddy.” 

Arrr! – This can mean just about anything: yes, I agree, I’m happy, or I’m just being a pirate! 

Aye! – This means “yes.” 

Shiver me timbers! – This is what a pirate might say when they’re surprised or shocked. 

Scallywag – This be a name for a mischievous person or someone who’s up to no good. 

 

3. Pirate Grammar 
Pirates don’t always use proper grammar, and they like to add some extra flair to their 
speech. 
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Use “be” instead of “am” or “are.” For example, instead of saying “I am going,” a pirate would 
say, “I be goin’.” 

Drop the “g” at the end of words that end in “-ing.” For example, “sailing” becomes “sailin’.” 

Use “me” instead of “my.” For example, “my ship” becomes “me ship.” 

 

4. Pirate Names 
To really get into character, ye might want to come up with a pirate name. Ye can mix          
somethin’ fierce with a bit of humor, like “Captain Redbeard” or “Black-Eyed Bonnie.” 

 

5. Practice Makes Perfect 
If ye want to talk like a pirate, practice makes perfect. Try speakin’ like a pirate with yer 
friends or when ye be tellin’ stories. The more ye practice, the better ye’ll get! 

 

So, there ye have it, matey! With these tips, ye’ll be talkin’ like a pirate in no time. Now go 
out there and have some swashbucklin’ fun! Arrr! 


